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TO THE SCHOOL DIRECTORS AND CITIZENS OF CLAR- 
ENDON ——— 


Since the plans and aims of our schools wae were so fully 
and definitely given in the Superintendent’s report of last year, 
it is unnecessary to go over the work again, and hence this re- 
port will be more brief. 

The plans of the work as Hiecusseas in the last report have 

- been put into successful operation the past year. 
Especial a has been given to the training of chil- 
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dren ‘'to think’, and to develope a power of the mind which can 
do things when the children get out of school into life’s work. 


Considerable attention has been given to the study of elemen- 
tary agriculture, music, drawing and general culture. Not as 
much has been done in some schools in these lines as might be 
done, yet generally there has been a marked improvement in 
the training in the cultural and commercially useful subjects. 


It is impossible for children to master any subject, or to 
gain any great amount of knowledge of facts in the short part 
of life which they are in our common schools, but they can get 
a training which will help their minds to work to know how and 
where to find knowledge of facts and events that will give them 
a power of efficiency for education and usefulness in future years. 


The school accomplishes its great mission if it gives the 
children such a training as to enable them to go on gaining and 
using knowledge and power. 

That the work of the schools of this town have made 
successful growth during the past year is very evident, The 
thinking and working powers have increased. 


: The average standing attained in the recent mid-year exam- 
inations given in all the schools, is higher than one year ago. 
Though the results of these tests in several cases were very dis- 
appointing, the general avarage is very encouraging. The im- 
provement is shown, more evidently and accurately in the daily 
work than in the examinations. The schools are not yet doing 
what they should, but we are making progress. It will take some 
time and much effort to bring and keep the standard of the work 
to what it should be. | 


We expect that those who graduate from the nine years’ 
course this coming June, will be well prepared for High School, 
and thoroughly grounded in the principles which are essential 
for their life’s work. None of the pupils who cannot, or will not, 
do such necessary creditable work, need expect to graduate. 

Generally the working spirit of the children is good, but 
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some fail to realize the value of their opportunities and that life 
is real. Many of such hope for much, but fail in disappoint- 
ment. Success in anything is not attained without work and 
earnest effort. 

The town has maintained seven schools during the past 
year. Most of the teachers have worked in their respective 
schools all or a large part of the year. There has been two 


changes in the Springs school, one in the Chippenhook, and one 


in the East school. 

One important feature of the success of our schools is the 
permanency of the teaching force. There should be much care 
in the selection of the right teacher for the position, and much 
better results can be obtained if the same teacher remains in 
the school for a few years. Very often the length of the teacher's 
service depends upon the peculiar whim of some particular fam- 
ily of the district. 

Very few people of the district can rightly judge the work 
of the school, for they are so little acquainted with it. Many 
who never go near the school assume to know all about it. It 
is impossible to judge the success of any enterprise without a 
more definite knowledge. 

Often if the teacher is liked oy certain persons of the dis- 
trict; the school is considered a success. If she is disliked, it is 
considered a failure. This may or may not be true, but it ts 
no fair means of judging. 

The schools of the town have generally gone very smoothly 
the past year, and credit is due the teachers for their careful 
work, and to the children for the good spirit of work which many 
have manifested. 

The graduating exercises of the ninth grade of dis schools 
of the town were held in the town hall at the close of the Spring 
term 1909. 

All the schools united with the graduates in making a very 
entertaining program. A‘l parts were well reridered, and the 
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children won much praise for the very interesting entertainment 
which was enjoyed by a large and very appreciative audience of 
the town’s people. 

Two boys and two girls were graduated and received di- 
plomas. 

The salaries of the teachers of this town compare very 
favorably with the towns about us. Good salaries is one of the 
strongest means for keeping good teachers. 


There is a strong agitation throughout the state to make 
a law that no teacher shall receive less than nine dollars per week. 
If we are to secure and keep good teachers, a living wage must 
be paid. 


During the past year the schools have been supplied with 
some readers, new arithmetics, and grammar and language books. 
The old books were badly worn and out-of-date. Something 
was realized in exchange for the new ones. New geographies 
will be needed next year, as those now in use are badly worn 
and the maps are several years out-of-date. Then the schools 
will be quite well supplied with books, except physiologies. The 
new books ought to last four or five years, and lessen the appro- 
priation needed for new books. 


This would be true if all children took care of the books 
they use. Some of the children have well used the books, but 


the manner in which others have treated them is a shame. In 


spite of all we can do, some books are soon ruined. Soiled hands 
and rough handling are the chief causes. We earnestly ask the 


help of the parents in our effort to train children in the right 


use of public property. 

All the school rooms have been eels with a ae low 
priced case of maps. . 

Not all of the schools houses ‘baie been supplied with 
flags and poles required by law. | 

Nearly all of the school houses in town are now in a good 
state of repair. The Chippenhook school house needs some minor 














10 
repairs, a new door, a window, and brightening up of the interior 
of the school room and a new floor. 


New single seats are very much needed in this, and the East 
Street buildings. The East Street school room also needs cur- 
tains. The Superintendent would recommend that these re# 
pairs be made during the coming year, if possible. 

The East Clarendon school room ought to have seats before 
long. . 

Just before the fall term, the East Street building which 
was 1n a very bad condition, was repaired with new doors, lined 
with paper, and ceiled inside throughout with pine, varnished 
and painted, The school room has thus been made very com- 
fortable and attractive. 


The school houses at the North end of the town have been 


entirely renovated, and are heated and ventilated by jacketed 


stoves approved by the state board of heaith. They are the 
same old buildings repaired as necessary to make them ciean 
and comfortable against the ravages of the weather. 


These school rooms would be very comfortable if they were 
only large enough. We, who have had the privileges of using 
and enjoying these buildings are very grateful for the conveni- 
ences of improvement over the condition of last year. 


While we are grateful for what has been done, and would 
not wish to unjustly criticize any one, it is the personal opinion 
of the Superintendent of schools that if some more had been 
added to the large cost and made new buildings of the neces- 
sary size and arrangement, it would have been much better 
and nore economica! in the long run. 

At present the rooms are too small, and it is necessary to 
have the seats next to the wall, which is very inconvenient, and 
in the North Clarendon building is uncomfortable, because 
of the zephyrs which ooze through the apertures in the walls. 
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The ventilation and sanitary conditions of the other build- 
ings ought to be improved. 


The buildings in the North part of the town were con- 
demed by the state board of health, and something had to be 
done for provisions for the fall term. 


Some of the schools have been late in commencing their 
terms, but all schools will have the full number of weeks in the 
year. | 

When the tax-payers see the financial report, they may 
feel that an excessive amount has been expended for schools the 
past year. A little study of the conditions will show that the 
extra amount expended was unavoidable, and that the school 
directors have been very judicious in their use of the funds. The 
repairing of these buidings which had been so long neglected 
was compulsory; and as it had been several years since new books 
had been purchased, it became necessary this past year. The 
school room has been entirely destitute of the maps required by 
law. Hence it became necessary to meet several items of cost 
at once. 

One very important matter to which we wish to call atten- 
tion of the parents is school attendance. 

The total enrollment for all schools of the town for the year 
is 141. The average daily attendance was 118, and the per 
cent of attendance, .8468. 

Generally the attendance in the schools has been good, 
yet there are still too many cases of unexcusable absences. 

The attendance in the Clarendon Flats school is worthy of 
mention. The attendance was perfect throughout the entire 
term. This is an exceptional record and it is needless to say 
that such attendance brings excellent school work | 

Sections of the school law on attendance were given in last 
year’sreport. They are briefily given in the following: 

All children between the ages of eight and fifteen years 
must attend school all the time the school isin session, unless 





ER Si > oniags 
ip Sa Seen o 
sce 


bo gat PSR CAME at ule MN ee, dre ern 
Pn eo = EA VE TT ARR NEE AMI DSWD: ST ne aPC, ‘ 


LET EET REN SO 


12 


a physician certifies that the child is unable, and all children 
above that age who begin a term must finish it. 


The teacher must notify the truant officer of all absences, 
and he must look up the cases. The truant officer may take a 
child to school, and he shall notify the parent to keep such child 
in school. If the child does not then attend school, the parent 
shall be fined according to law, and the child sent to the reform 


_ school when he becomes an habitual truant. 


No child under five years of age shall attend any school ex- 
cept a kindergarten. Any child who has never attended school 
and does not begin at the fall term, cannot commence until the 
beginning of the next fall term without a written permission of 
the Superintendent ef Schools. Parents are requested to take 
special notice of this last mentioned section. 


Though there have been changes and some failures, the 
people of Clarendon can feel that the school year has been a 
success and that the schools are improving. Much commen- 
dation is due the teachers for their faithful service. Some of 
the schools have done excellent work, 


The School Directors have worked for the interests of the 
schools, and they certainly deserve considerate treatment, and 
much credit for their services to the town. Their work has 
shown that they are worthy of the confidence of the people they 
serve, and their judgment in school matters should be trusted. 
The Superintendent is very grateful for their help and co-oper- 
ation, and wishes the continuance of their assistance. 


The Superintendent of schools wishes to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank the children of the town for their courtesy to him 
and for their good work in school. They have made his visit 
very pleasant. 


So far as we know, the people of the town are interested in 
the schools, and anxious for the education of their children. A 
few have visited the schools. It would be very encouraging, 
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